Fukuroi Challenges
Enjoy this video from Fukuroi, Japan, where Team Ireland will base themselves while waiting for the
Olympics to begin! Now, imagine we are in Japan with Team Ireland. Wouldn’t it show a great sign of
respect if we could say a few basic phrases in Japanese to the locals? How about learning to write your
name in Japanese-weI promise you, it will look VERY different to how you write it now.

Challenge 1: Learn to write your name in Japanese
In Ireland we use the Roman/Latin alphabet when speaking english and it has 26 letters. When writing
or speaking in Irish we traditionally only use 18 letters.. However, in Japan they have 2 different
alphabets and one pictorial writing system that uses Chinese characters.
○ Hiragana
○ Katakana
○ Kanji (Chinese Characters)
Your challenge is to look at the Katakana chart on the next page (that is what Japanese people would use
to write your name) and use it to write your own name.
If you need help use the Name Generator

Katakana Chart

Please note: V is not a sound in Japanese, so they might use the sound f“bee” instead, which is a lot like
how we use “bh” for a “V” sound in Irish.
If you want to find how to write your name in Japanese you can go to this website and it will do it
automatically:

Challenge 2: Learn to speak Japanese
Split students into pairs and have them try to have a conversation in Japanese using the phrases below.
We asked award winning Japanese film maker and animator Ru Kuwahata to teach you how to say the
phrases!
VIDEO OF RU
Konnichiwa. Hello.
O-namae wa nan desu ka. What is your name?
Watashi no namae wa Aoife desu.. My name is Aoife.
O-genki desu ka. How are you?
Genki desu. I'm fine. Thank you.
Oaidekite ureshī desu. I am very glad to meet you.
Watashi wa Ireland kara kimashita. I am from Ireland.
Watashi wa football ga suki desu. I like to play football.
Arigatō. Thank you.
Dōitashimashite. You're welcome.

To search for more phrases:
Google translate

For a chance to win some prizes for your school:
Send us some videos of students saying phrases in Japanese or photos of students
writing their names in Japanese to roadtotokyo@daretobelieve.ie to be in with a
chance to win!

